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c c 

D e a r  Mr. R e i s i n g :  

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency (EPA)  has comp le ted  i t s  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  document .  The document, wh ich  i s  d a t e d  May 1 3 ,  
2002 was p r e p a r e d  by t h e  U . S .  Depar tment  o f  Energy (DOE) and r e c e i v e d  by EPA 
and”i:ts c o n t r a c t o r s  on  May 20 .  2002.  The document d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

L:. . r e t r i e v i n g  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  S i l o  3 ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  access  and r e t r i e v a l  s t r a t e g y ,  
and t h e  p r o c e s s  c o n t r o l s .  The document a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a samp l ing  and a n a l y s i s  
p l a n  f o r  o f f - s i t e  was te  s h i p m e n t s ,  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and d i s p o s a l  p l a n ,  an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n t r o l  p l a n ,  and h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  c o n t r o l s .  

The 1994 Operab le  U n i t  ( O U )  4 r e c o r d  o f  d e c i s i o n  (ROD) and i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  1998 
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  ( E S D )  r e q u i r e  t h a t  S i l o  3 was te  be 
t r e a t e d  p r i o r  t o  o f f - s i t e  d i s p o s a l .  The r e m e d i a l  d e s i g n  (RD) package proposes  
t o  d i s p o s e  o f  S i l o  3 was te  w i t h o u t  t r e a t m e n t ,  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  1998 E S D .  
A l s o ,  i t  has  n o t  been d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  Nevada T e s t  S i t e  or  a n o t h e r  
l e g a l l y - p e r m i t t e d  commerc ia l  d i s p o s a l  f a c i l i t y  can  accept  u n t r e a t e d  S i l o  3 
was te  f o r  d i s p o s a l .  U n t i l  DOE can  p r o v i d e  documen ta t i on  t h a t  an a p p r o p r i a t e  
f a c i l i t y  has been secu red  f o r  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  u n t r e a t e d  S i l o  3 was te ,  and 
u n t i l  a ROD amendment a l l o w i n g  t h e  sh ipmen t  and d i s p o s a l  o f  u n t r e a t e d  S i l o  3 
was te  i s  i s s u e d ,  t h e  RD package c a n n o t  be p r o p e r l y  rev iewed .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  EPA d i s a p p r o v e s  t h e  S i l o  3 Remedia l  Des ign  Package. EPA’s g e n e r a l  
and s p e c i f i c  r e v i e w  comments a r e  e n c l o s e d .  I t  i s  unders tood  t h a t  DOE w i l l  be 
p u r s u i n g  a ROD Amendment t o  r e v i s e  t h e  S i l o  3 remedy i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  
C o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s ,  DOE s h o u l d  s u b m i t  a r e v i s e d  S i l o  3 m i l e s t o n e  s t r a t e g y  t o  EPA 
w i t h i n  30 days .  The s t r a t e g y  l e t t e r  s h o u l d  summarize D O E ’ S  p roposed  S i l o  3 
r e v i s e d  remedy and p ropose  m i l e s t o n e s  f o r  s u b m i t t a l  t o  EPA o f  t h e  d r a f t  
Proposed P l a n ,  t h e  d r a f t  Amended ROD and t h e  d r a f t  Remedial Des ign  Package f o r  
S i l o  3 .  P lease  c o n t a c t  me a t  (312)  886 -4591  i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s .  

.L 

S.i n c e r e l y  , 

Ge @J ab I on ow s k i 
Pro j ec t Manager 
F e d e r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  S e c t i o n  
Super fund D i v i s i o n  

c c :  Tom S c h n e i d e r ,  OEPA-SWDO 
S a l l y  Rob inson ,  U . S .  DOE-HDQ 
Jamie Jameson, F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
T e r r y  Hagen. F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
T im P o f f ,  F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
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b c c :  . Mary  W o j c i e c h o w s k i ,  T e t r a  T e c h  
B r i a n  B a r w i c k ,  ORC 
Gene J a b l o n o w s k i ,  SRF-5J 
James S a r i c ,  SRF-SJ 
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ENCLOSURE 

T E C H N I C A L  R E V I E W  COMMENTS ON 
" T R A N S M I T T A L  OF R E M E D I A L  D E S I G N  PACKAGE FOR S I L O  3 "  

FERNALD ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

(Two Pages)  
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... . . TECHNICAL R E V I E W  COMMENTS ON . _.. - 

"TRANSMITTAL OF REMEDIAL D E S I G N  PACKAGE FOR SILO 3 "  

FERNALD ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA Commentor: Jab lonowsk i  
S e c t i o n  # :  Not  A p p l i c a b l e  (NA) Page # :  NA L i n e  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  Genera l  Comment # :  1 
Comment: The 1994 O p e r a b l e  U n i t  (OU)  4 r e c o r d  o f  d e c i s i o n  (ROD) and i t s  

a s s o c i a t e d  1998 e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  ( E S D )  
r e q u i r e  t h a t  S i l o  3 waste  be t r e a t e d  p r i o r  t o  o f f - s i t e  d i s p o s a l .  
Because t h e  r e m e d i a l  d e s i g n  (RD) package p roposes  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  
t h e  waste  w i t h o u t  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e  document c a n n o t  be approved.  
U n t i l  U . S .  Depar tment  o f  Energy ( D O E )  can  p r o v i d e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
t h a t  an a p p r o p r i a t e  f a c i l i t y  has been secu red  f o r  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  
t h e  waste  and a ROD amendment i s  i s s u e d ,  t h e  RD package c a n n o t  be 
approved.  * 

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA Commentor: Jab lonowsk i  
S e c t i o n  # :  NA Page # :  NA L i n e  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  Genera l  Comment # :  2 
Comment: The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and d i s p o s a l  p l a n  d i s c u s s e s  s e v e r a l  o p t i o n s  

t h a t  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  i f  t h e  E n v i r o c a r e  o f  U t a h ,  I n c .  
( E n v i r o c a r e )  l i c e n s e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  o b t a i n e d .  These o p t i o n s  
have s i g n i f i c a n t  impac t  on t h e  t e c h n i c a l  and c o s t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
S i l o  3 p r o j e c t .  These impac ts  s h o u l d  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and d i s p o s a l  p l a n .  

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U.S. EPA Commentor: Jab lonowsk i  
S e c t i o n  # :  NA Page # :  NA L i n e  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  Genera l  Comment # :  3 
Comment: The p r o c e s s  v e n t  system d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RD package wou ld  use a 

number o f  manual  dampers t o  c o n t r o l  t h e ' a i r  f l o w  i n  t h e  sys tem.  
T y p i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l  a i r  f l o w  w i t h  m a n u a l l y  
o p e r a t e d  dampers and c o n s t a n t  speed f a n s .  Because t h e  p r e s s u r e  
d r o p  a c r o s s  t h e  a i r  f i l t e r s  w i l l  change as a r e s u l t  o f  i n c r e a s e d  
l o a d i n g  ( c l o g g i n g ) .  h u m i d i t y  f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  and v a r y i n g  i n f l o w  
r a t e s ,  i t  may be d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a i r  f l o w  r a t e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  sys tem.  The RD package s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  t o  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i s c u s s  how t h e  a i r  f l o w  r a t e s  w i l l  be c o n t r o l l e d .  
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S P E C I F I C  COMMENTS 

ng  O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA Commentor: J ab lonowsk i  
# :  3 . 6  Page # :  3 - 4  L i n e s  # :  NA 

S p e c i f i c  Comment # :  1 
The t e x t  s t a t e s  t h a t  “ a s  t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  r e s u l t s  become a v a i l a b l e ,  
t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  e i t h e r  added t o  t h e  l a b e l ,  o r  f i l e d  
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  by t h e  b a g ’ s  U N I D . ”  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  
t h e  bags must  be s t o r e d  somewhere u n t i l  t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i s  a v a i l a b l e .  The t e x t  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  l a b e l e d  bags w i l l  be 
t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  cargo  c o n t a i n e r  bay b u t  does n o t  say whe the r  
t h i s  w i l l  be done b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  a n a l y t i c a l  r e s u l t s  a r e  r e c e i v e d .  
The t e x t  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  t o  c l e a r l y  s t a t e  when t h e s e  bags w o u l d  
be moved. A l s o ,  t h e  t e x t  s h o u l d  s t a t e  t h a t  i f  t h e  bags a r e  moved 
b e f o r e  the a n a l y t i c a l  r e s u l t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  bags w i l l  be 
a c c e s s i b l e  i n  t h e  ca rgo  c o n t a i n e r  bay so  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  can  be added t o  t h e i r  l a b e l s .  

* -Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA Commentor: J a b l o n o w s k i  
S e c t i o n  # :  3 .7  Page # :  3 - 4  L i n e s  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  S p e c i f i c  Comment # :  2 
Comment: The t e x t  does n o t  s p e c i f y  t h e  t i m e  i t  w i l l  t a k e  t o  l o a d  a c a r g o  

c o n t a i n e r  o r  how l o n g  loaded  c a r g o  c o n t a i n e r s  w i l l  be s t o r e d  
b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  removed f r o m  t h e  s i t e .  The t e x t  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  
t o , i n c l u d e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
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